
Ballast Water and Biofouling 
Section

PBWWG Update: April 2024

Amanda Newsom, PhD, Ballast Water and Biofouling Section Lead &

Justin Bush, Aquatic Invasive Species Policy Coordinator



Progress Report: 
Spring 2024

Changes, New Staff, and Hiring Forecast

Quarterly Data Reports

Public Outreach

Washington Ballast Water Working Group



Staff and Hiring



Director’s Office

Fish Program

Aquatic Invasive 
Species (AIS) Unit

Ballast Water and Biofouling 
Section

Prevention  and Management 
Section

Watercraft Inspection and 
Decontamination Section 

(Coming soon)

*Cross-Unit Resources*
AIS Policy Coordinator

AIS Management Coordinator (Coming soon)

AIS Research Scientist



Justin Bush

AIS Policy 
Coordinator

Amanda 
Newsom

Section Lead

Keith Strieck

Vessel Inspector

Gary Gertsen

Vessel Inspector

Grace Thornton

Data Manager
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Justin Bush

AIS Policy 
Coordinator

Amanda 
Newsom

Section Lead

Operations 
Manager/Staff 

Biologist

Grace 
Thornton

Data Manager

Keith Strieck

Vessel Inspector

Gary Gertsen

Vessel Inspector

• Full-time, permanent
• Support Section Lead with Daily 

Operations
• Support Inspection Program
• Supervise Data Program
• Biological Sampling
• Outreach



Justin Bush

AIS Policy 
Coordinator

Amanda 
Newsom

Section Lead

Operations 
Manager/Staff 

Biologist

Grace 
Thornton

Data Manager

Administrative 
Assistant

Gary Gertsen

Vessel 
Inspector

Keith Strieck

Vessel 
Inspector

• Full-time, permanent
• Shared position with Prevention Section
• Assist Sections with Data Entry
• Field and Forward Public Inquiries
• Support Sections with Equipment 

Ordering and Tracking



Justin Bush

AIS Unit 
Coordinator

Amanda 
Newsom

Section Lead

Operations 
Manager/Staff 

Biologist

Grace 
Thornton

Data Manager

Administrative 
Assistant

Gary Gertsen

Vessel 
Inspector

Keith Strieck

Vessel 
Inspector

Vessel 
Inspector

• Seeking External Funding
• Project (Temporary) → Permanent Position
• Preserve Legacy Vessel Inspection Knowledge
• Focal Areas: 

• Seattle/South Sound/Coast, or
• Columbia River (pending quagga mussel establishment)



Data Program Update: 
Quarterly Reports



Data Program Update: Quarterly Reports
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Data Program Update: Quarterly Reports







Outreach



Audiences

THE PUBLIC INDUSTRY
SCIENTISTS and 
MANAGERS



Focus on the Public

WDFW Oct. 2024 Blog Spotlight



Focus on Industry

Ballast Water Program Brochure

• Environmental protection and ballast water management

• Authorities and required documentation

• Required operations to reduce the risk of invasive species 
release

• What to expect during an inspection



Focus on Scientists and Managers

WDFW Oct. 2024 Blog Spotlight

PACDASH
Pacific Data Sharing



Washington Ballast 
Water Working Group

• WDFW considers inactive

• Reconvening as WDFW Advisory Group 

• Representation invited by Director’s Office

• Broad and equitable representation

• May involve application process for 
specific group positions

• Washington State focused

• Pursuant to RCW 77.120

A collaborative forum with 
advisors from regulated industries 
and the potentially affected parties 
including shipping interests, ports, 
shellfish growers, fisheries, 
environmental interests, interested 
citizens who have knowledge of the 
issues, and appropriate 
governmental representatives 
including the United States coast 
guard and the United States 
environmental protection agency.



Thank You!

Amanda.Newsom@dfw.wa.gov &
Justin.Bush@dfw.wa.gov

wdfw.wa.gov/species-habitats/invasive/
ballast-water

mailto:Amanda.Newsom@dfw.wa.gov
mailto:Justin.Bush@dfw.wa.gov

