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What are bullfrogs and why are they bad?

Extremely invasive 
in Western U.S. 

Purple: native 
Pink: invasive

Map by MT National Heritage Program

Voracious predators.

Eat anything they 
can fit into their 
mouths. 
Detrimental to wetlands and 
native species in the West.

Can harbor infectious disease



Species of the Flathead Reservation
Montana State Conservation Status Ranks:

S1 (High Risk):  Northern Leopard Frog, Western Montana

S2 (At Risk):  Western Toad, 

Pacific Tree Frog

Northern 
Leopard Frog

Western Toad
Columbia

Spotted Frog



American Bullfrog (Rana catesbeiana)
Statewide Predicted Habitat Suitability Model

Montana Natural Heritage Program Model Run September 5, 2017



Waters deep and 

persisted year-round 

were considered 

suitable for bullfrogs

Shallow wetlands 

and/or wetlands that 

dried up late in the 

year were classified 

as unsuitable.
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American Bullfrog

Potential Entry Points
into the 
Mission Valley

Crow Creek

Mission/Post Creek

Proverbial 

Bucket





Adult Bullfrog Identification
Tympanum

Up to 8 in long Body Length.

Tympanum as large (females)  or larger than eye Males).

Skin fold extends from eye over tympanum to front limb

Males have deep "brrruuumm" call.  Also have an alarm chirp or “eep” call



First Year 
Tadpole

2nd Year Tadpole

Tadpoles range from 

1/8 inch 

to 7 inches



So… what are we doing in the Mission Valley? 

2021 – Cooperative Project Began, well established 
breeding population in Mission Valley detected. 

2022 and 2023 - extensive effort to lower breeding 
population and address bullfrog spread. 

Continued efforts and evaluation in 2024. 



Call Surveys - Detection of Bullfrogs in the Mission Valley

Wetlands with positive 
detections revisited for 

further survey.

Control efforts at each 
positive detection to try to 

eliminate colonizers



Current Distribution Map
- Mission Valley

2023 Data

All Previous 
Data Main breeding 

pond, majority of 
tadpoles and frogs 
removed from here

North Breeding 
Area, 3 wetland 
cluster

Secondary Breeding 
Area, Discovered in 2023



Gigging



Seining

Euthanasia



Trapping
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RESTORING NORTHERN LEOPARD FROGS TO THE 
FLATHEAD RESERVATION

Environmental Assessment

Completed 2002



2017 -2023
Leopard Frogs

Observed

Breeding Activity

Egg Laying Confirmed

Wildlife Mgmt Lands

Perennial Stream 

Intermittent

Highway

Light Duty Road

Release
Area

Lonepine
Reservoir



Insect orders included Coleoptera, 

Odonata, Lepidoptera, Orthoptera, 
and Diptera

Mammals (all Rodents) 

Amphibians (all bullfrog froglets)

Crustaceans (Crayfish) 

Other is unknown or unidentifiable

Stomach 

contents of 36 

adult bullfrogs
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Questions?
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Cara Thompson

Torrey Ritter
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Alissa Anderson

Bryan Wilson 
Mitch Lassa
Jae Turner
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